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T0 : THE DEPARTMENT OF STAFE, wAls _'_m”d' a -~
REF DP/’/\ - i
4
ACTION DEPT. M ) R “8
FaDep | NEA N DCR! EUR OLI E IE TGA Amerigzrré:gaﬁgn.
e Quly [TRECH — |F ! :
e Oty TS o i comd IDPA 1IN nsns){'m ? ! anon
| No.1258 : e July 3, 1946,
SUBJECT: The Political Control Exerciséd by the C ial CI i
s< sed by ommerey a. ass in Lebanon g— "’Tfﬁu_i
|'— SABIE OF & MTHINTS RESTRICTED ’ ‘
. Pags ;
Sunmary 2 mogn . Lf
— jon- el SUBJECT: 'Tremsmitting s Survey
Fart I - Survey of Leading Wealthy Pizures of the Lebanese Gg=e of Lebanon.
“Tomiercial Class 3 -4
1. Increese in Gomaerci 4 \'\g |
. wiercial Imporiance of Lebanon 3 [+ s {
8. Genernl Comneroce - 3 O (5 The Minlster has the honor to trenamit herewith the F {
b Trenatt vee . i @ f Xt of an eddress recently deliversd by Mr. Naim Amtcaai - |
o. Reason for Increass 4 ok Assistant Director of the Lebanase Ministry of Netional ®-
o T Economy, et the American Junior College in Belrut. It was ©
2. Lleading Lebaness Fortunes 5 ~ prepared snd delivered in English and hss been only slight-~ ot
a. Prosidential Cligue of Seven Figures (Hussein Bey - ?, 1y edited by the Commercial Attachd, chiefly to remove m
Ouedal, Fousd Khoury, Michol Dowalt, Senri Pharaen, Vs typing errors. p !
doan Fattel, Alfred Kettanoh, Knalil ol-itoury) ss0 N 3 }
bs Proninent Lenbers of the French Group who are hot in - F This rather long text s transmitted because it is g
the Prinary Presidential Circle 11413 O1 & bolieved that the economic officers of the Department will 3 i
e Hiscellemeous Fortumss 1315 = be interested to learn what an official in the Ministry of 7‘ .
4 Other Fortunes of Medium 8ize 15 o National Economy at Beirut thinks the basic economie prob- w ;
i lems of Lebanon are and what should be dome about them, S
Part I1 - The Degree of Politioal Control Exeroised by the Y His eposition is more explicit and positive than anything (o)
TLsadors of thé Lebanete Leroantile Class 17 thus far presented by any Lebamsse Ninister on official,
* Sy
A¢ & sumary of Their Achievements 17 Mr. Anlounl hes been trying, without muech success, to - S0 .
B, Their Control of Commercial Polp: 18 persusde & succession of Lebanese Miniaters of National
Ca The Presidentisl Clique, its Favored Position 20 conemy to edopt emd ennounce an official economic program. G
D. The Fremoh Interests 2125 This unofficlal eddress dlacreetly omits reference to some (I{
1. French banking Activity 22 <iiof Lebenon's aduinistrative problems but 1t indicetes the ~
2, Evidenoe of "’“"”%}f. French Control 26 =« lines of economic policy which Mr. amiouni ig trying to get C
Evaluation of Sources ehhe o9 e DEPARTMENT OF STATE 28 -;estatlished. 4 chief contention is that the import trade m
RECEIVED : , !or Lebanon requires much revision in the national interest; (o}
TR RS Es "QeTd 1963 but, a8 Lebanon 15 peculiarly unsulted to controlled econcmy,
SSEER S b 1 1o s</he might well have elaborated,
hahorty WD S s : Smmﬁr o M:mﬂmmc P e amtount N
TioN o . . ounl proposes more industrial development
By /IS namn, Dates/ o5 S —_ grester aolf-surficiency i 6ohe basic iuporis omd_larger
SOl gr ) o exparts. He %iore convinced than he thought It expedfent
a5 if"u t <I t:tgsytthei dev-:duaduon of the: ourrenoy may te required, -
without e long ai engerous delay, to reduce the pri
ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF STATE —R - level. This {s chiefly s Finence lsepert.ment mattexx)' o;, §
The actlon office must retumn this permanent record copy to DC/R Sles with an endorsement of action taken. which he oould not speak, He thersfore identifies soms or 5
. . the effects of price inflation, the uneconomic employment
R e e e e ——— of much of Lebswon's population, excessive flow of popula- :‘
87 1 044'/01 tion to the towns ami inmedequste employment there. \
~ - A waa : . o 6’mt Hie emphesis on ':‘
é}k»‘.n v =

Lewp. Newo 372 Jan 2152 L Endl. No.
From—  potwut . " Clarsificanony Desp. No.
. . N From. __ =
. [——— ___l

¥ajib ALAMUDDIN, & Druze, President of Neer Bast Resources and
connec n business with Soab Bey Smlaem, gave clearest experession
to the views of the Loslew group. His knowledge of Lebanese finences

nade him e very veluable source on the workings of the french benkera
and French concessionery compenies, Eis information is sccurate,

Joseph OVGNIOVRLIAN, essistast to Director General of Finance,
snows Lebanese comErcial policy and expresesd the main points of the
mejority view, He has.made two trips to the Umited States om official
financial business, His information is scourste. He preseated the
Legation representative with Lichel Chiha's™le Liban dans lo Hondo,
Forspectives dtAvenir”, . .

- .
W o e %.w‘ <o
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